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§1.97 Filing of information disclosure statement. 

(a) As^a meansjo/ complying with the duty of disclosure set fortl/in § 1.56, applicants are encouraged 
to file an information disclosure statement at the time of filing tiie application or within the later of 
three months after the filing date of the application or two monihs after applicant receives the filing 
receipt. If filed separately, the disclosure statement should, in addition to the identification of the 
application, include the Group Art Unit to which the application is assigned as indicated on the filing 
receipt. The disclosure statement may either be separate from the specification or may be incorporated 
therein. 

(b) A disclosure statement filed in accordance with paragraph (a) of this section shall not be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in § 1.56(a) exists. 

§1.98 Content of information disclosure statement. 

(a) Any disclosure statement filed under §1.97 or §1.99 shall include: (1) A listing of patents, . 
publications or other information: and (2) A concise explanation of the relevance of each listed item. 
The disclosure statement shall be accompanied by a copy of each listed patent or publication or other 
item of information in written form or of at least the portions thereof considered by the person filing 
the disclosure statement to be pertinent. All United States patents listed should be identified by their 
patent numbers, patent dates and names of the patentees. Each foreign published application or patent 
should be cited by identifying the country or office which issued it, the document number and 
publication date indicated on the document. Each printed publication should be identified by author 
(if any), title of the publication, pages, date and place of publication. 

(b) When two or more patents or publications considered material are substantially identical, a copy 
of a representative one may be included in the statement and others merely listed. A translation of the 
pertinent portions of foreign language patents or publications considered material should be transmit- 
ted if an existing translation is readily available to the applicant. 

§1.99 Updating of information disclosure statement. 

If prior to issuance of a patent an applicant, pursuant to his or her duty of disclosure under §1.56. 
wishes to bring to the attention of the Office additional patents, publications or other information not 
previously submitted, the additional information should be submitted to the Office with reasonable 
promptness. // may be included in a supplemental information disclosure statement or may be incor- 
porated into other communications to be considered by the examiner. Any transmittal of additional 
information shall be accompanied by explanations of relevance and by copies in accordance with the 
requirements of §1.98. 
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§1.97 Filing of information disclosure statement. 

(a) As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure set fortkfn §1.56, applicants are encouraged 
to file an information disclosure statement at the time of filing'tWe application or within the later of 
three months after the filing date of the application or two mo^/^ s after applicant receives the filing 
receipt. If filed separately, the disclosure statement should, in addition to the identification of the 
application, include the Group Art Unit to which the application is assigned as indicated on the filing 
receipt. The disclosure statement may either be separate from the specification or may be incorporated 
therein. 

(b) A disclosure statement filed in accordance with paragraph (a) of this section shall not be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in §1 -56(a) exists. 

§1.98 Content of information disclosure statement. 

(a) Any disclosure statement filed under §1.97 or §1.99 shall include: (1) A listing of patents, 
publications or other information: and (2) A concise explanation of the relevance of each listed item. 
The disclosure statement shall be accompanied by a copy of each listed patent or publication or other 
item of information in written form or of at least the portions thereof considered by the person filing 
the disclosure statement to be pertinent. All United States patents listed should be identified by their 
patent numbers, patent dates and names of the patentees. Each foreign published application or patent 
should be cited by identifying the country or office which issued it, the document number and 
publication date indicated on the document. Each printed publication should be identified by author 
(if any), title of the publication, pages, date and place of publication. 

(b) When two or more patents or publications considered material are substantially identical, a copy 
of a representative one may be included in the statement and others merely listed. A translation of the 
pertinent portions of foreign language patents or publications considered material should be transmit- 
ted if an existing translation is readily available to the applicant. 

§1.99 Updating of information disclosure statement. 

If prior to issuance of a patent an applicant, pursuant to his or her duty of disclosure under §1.56, 
wishes to bring to the attention of the Office additional patents, publications or other information not 
previously submitted, the additional information should be submitted to the Office with reasonable 
promptness. It may be included in a supplemental information disclosure statement or may be incor- 
porated into other communications to be considered by the examiner. Any transmittal of additional 
information shall be accompanied by explanations of relevance and by copies in accordance with the 
requirements of §1.98. 



